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Greetings to you in the name of Christ Jesus
In a little over two months we will celebrate my first anniversary as the minister here at St. Matthew. In
this past year I have read through old church directories, drove around downtown taking in all of the old
buildings, drove through the three cemeteries in town learning last names, and have listened to anyone
and everyone who offers up a story. From my DIY education I found that this congregation has been hard
at work in Galena since the very first service in 1858. Academy advisors, the accounting firm we go
through here at the church, occupies the building that was once home to Wartburg College, my alma
matter. Dave at Academy asked me if I would reach out to the college to see if the archives had anything
on the old building, so I wrote out to the college and sure enough they did. As I began to read the
documents sent a name came up that sounded all too familiar, Pastor John Klindworth. It turns out that
pastor Klindworth, the first pastor of this congregation, was the driving force to bring Wartburg College to
Galena.
This just goes to show you we have a long line of undertaking big jobs here at St. Matthew
Lutheran. Much like Pastor Klindworth and all the pastors and congregation members before us, we too
are in the midst of some great projects. We are redesigning the whole website with the help of Andy
Willis, we are working towards a church logo with the help of Christine Icebach, Roger Johnson and Ethan
Baltz built some stairs for our quilters and in the next few weeks will begin to install light fixtures alongside
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our back drive. Needless to say we are living into our identity as busy Lutherans. I look forward to when
these projects will be complete and what we will do together next.
-Pastor Blake-Pastor Blake

"Thank you to Roger Johnson and Ethan Baltz for building these stairs for our quilters. We thank God for
you and your work here.”
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Special Focus Mission
Due to a change in schedule, school bags, health kits, and project comfort are now the
Mission of the Month. Directions for filling the school bags and putting together health kits
can be found in the Welcome Center.
Deadline for return is September 8th.
Quilt packing will take place Wednesday, September 11 at 10 am.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
There will be an American Red Cross community blood drive
August 13 from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm
at Ramada Inn Conference Room 11383 US Hwy 20 W - Galena
Appointments can be made by calling 1-800-733-2767

`

3

EVENTS THIS MONTH
Every
Tuesday
Wednesday
2nd & 3rd Tuesday
2nd & 4th Tuesday

10:00 am - Bible Study at The Nursing Home
8:30 am - Men's Bible Study
12:30 pm - Quilters
3:00 pm - With Our Hearts and Hands Ministry

Specific Dates
August 10
August 11
August 13
August 24
August 25

5:30 pm
9:00 am
1:00 pm
5:30 pm
9:00 am

- Communion
- Communion
- Community Blood Drive
- Communion
- Communion

CELEBRATIONS IN AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS
August
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9
10
13
16
24
25
26
30

Bryan Daniel
Mary Wachter
Bobbie Johnson
Beverly Coffey Reda
Scott Miller
Gail Appel
Rita Wohlers
Jerry Wachter
Cameron Harstad

ANNIVERSARIES
August
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8
18

Irle & Marilyn Boehm
Dick & Edie Jones
Tammy & John Oldenberg

July Financial Information
July Income $ 10,443.91

YTD $ 78,174.00

July Expense $ 8,761.02

YTD $ 65,398.25

Please submit articles, pictures or information for the newsletter to contact.stmatt@gmail.com no later
than the 28th of the month.

Church Office News
If you need to contact Stacy Meade, Church Clerk or Tom Staver, Financial Secretary please call the
church office at 815-777-1134 or email contact.stmatt@gmail.com. There is an inbox on the desk in
the office for messages, notes, receipts, etc. Please include your name, phone number and
instructions in case there are questions.

St. Matthew Lutheran Church
127 South High Street, Galena
www.stmat.net
815 777-1134
Service times: Saturday at 5:30pm, and Sunday at 10:00am
Where God’s work happens 7 days a week.
A First Century Church for the Twenty-first Century.
See our website for our full calendar of events.
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